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editorial

This special issue is dedicated to the 3rd Estoril Vigotsky Conference — the bian-
nual international scientific event held in Estoril, Portugal on 16-18 June 2014. The 
organizing committee honored the wide impact of Lev Vygotsky’s works on contem-
porary psychology and included Vigotskyan League of Portuguese Language and 
the Institute Quintino Aires, in collaboration with the Lomonosov Moscow State 
University, the Russian University of Humanities (Russia, Moscow), IPAF — Insti-
tuto Vigotsky (São Paulo, Brazil) and Andricard (Luanda, Angola). The editorial 
board of our journal is very grateful to Professor Quintino-Aires for organization 
of this outstanding conference and to Professor Margarida César for contribution 
to this special issue.

L.S. Vygotsky founded the socio-cultural approach to understanding cognitive 
processes in child development and introduced the genetic (developmental) meth-
od for their study. He also introduced the concept of cultural tools or mediational 
means, in his belief the higher mental functions to be products of social processes. 

The Theory and methodology section starts with an article by Andrei I. Po-
dolskiy that discusses the practical implementation of another outstanding theory 
within the cultural-historical approach — by P.Ya. Galperin. The article’s title There’s 
 nothing so practical as a good theory could be the motto of this special issue, because 
it includes classic theoretical papers as well as applied research and empirical data 
from professional practice. From the standpoints of the intersubjectivity concept, 
Anatoly N. Krichevets explores Lev Vygotsky’s quintessential statement that “Every 
function in the child’s cultural development appears twice: on the social and on 
the individual levels — first between people (interpsychological) and then within 
the child (intrapsychological)”. Pedro Ferreira Alves joins developmental psycholo-
gists and cognitive scientists around the world in discussion of L.S. Vygotsky and 
J. Piaget’s dialogue on formation of scientific concepts.

The idea of external mediation in rehabilitation of mental functioning beca-
me the basis of major neuropsychological developments, including the works by 
A.R. Luria. The largest section of the issue is dedicated to current questions of neu-
ropsychology and clinical psychology. 
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From post-nonclassical theoretical standpoint Joaquim Quintino-Aires shares 
his understanding of methodological foundations of psychopathology. Natalya 
L. Karpova shares the results of using Vygotskian ideas in family group logopsy-
chotherapy to treat stutter. Two articles discuss practical applications of cultural-
historical approach in psychological support of somatic patients with oncological 
diagnosis (Maria do Rosário Dias) and mitral valve prolapse (Yuri P. Zinchenko, 
Elena I. Pervichko, Evgeniya V. Akatova). Janna M. Glozman and Valentina A. Nau-
mova in their article discuss cultural-historical approach to art-therapy and its ap-
plication for mobilizing personal resources in the elderly. 

The articles of the Mediapsychology section explore cultural tools that are 
becoming more and more influential in human society. Gonçalo Leones do Couto 
and Andreia Cruz describe impact of videogames on frequent videogame players’ 
personality structure. Elena L. Vartanova, Anna V. Tolokonnikova and Taras 
S. Cherevko discuss the problem of information safeguards for children, rela-
ting psychological findings and concerns to the present Russian and international 
legislation. 

The Social and educational psychology section includes paper by Rute Teixeira 
with a case study of a child’s communicative development facilitation through play-
based activities, and by Tâmara Ferreira Rodrigues, with tools for both qualitative 
and quantitative evaluation of meanings in spousal interrelationships. Conceição 
Courela and Margarida César describe the experience of application of neo-Vy-
gotskian approach to adult education in Portugal.
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